
MALE VOICE CHOIR CONCERT – On Friday, March 14, President Matt Sneddon welcomed 
a packed audience in the Jubilee Hall to Lesmahagow Male Voice Choir’s 86th Annual 
Concert, making the usual round of thanks and welcoming new member Derek 
Farquharson, before handing over to conductor Walter Paterson.  Straight away the 
Choir were into the robust, stirring and tuneful sound of ‘Scots, Wha Hae’ followed by 
the hauntingly beautiful ‘The Rose’ from the film of that name.  A spiritual ‘Soon Ah Will 
Be Done’ was skilfully handled in both the soft and loud passages with an impressive 
rhythm.  What to say about Davy Affleck’s excellent rendition of the old Choir favourite 
of ‘Polly Perkins of Paddington Green?  Two Irish numbers ‘Maire My Girl’ and 
‘Londonderry Air’ were again beautifully controlled by the Choir and the humorous ditty 
‘Vive L’Amour’ was excellently led by soloist Jim Hope.  A very impressive rendition of 
that ever-green Doris Arnold favourite ‘Love Could I only Tell Thee’ opened the second 
half, and then we were treated to a wonderful rich bass solo from Jim Tennant (the only 
choir member resident in Galashiels!) in ‘Down by the Riverside’.  A favourite from last 
year ‘You Raise Me Up’ was again superbly performed by the Choir with soloist Will Muir’s 
tenor voice much appreciated by the audience.  The stirring American number ‘Battle-
Hymn of the Republic’ rounded off another fantastic evening of music and song.  At the 
end many members of the audience remarked that this year the Choir had reached new 
peaks of balance and quality, going from strength to strength.  Mention must be made of 
the Choir's accompanist George Brown, who handled the difficult accompaniments in 
‘Maire My Girl’, ‘Love Could I Only Tell Thee’, and the ‘Sinatra’ medley with great skill 
and aplomb.  Between the Choir and the Artistes we again had delightful harmonious 
numbers from the quartet Stan Baxter, Jim Macintyre, Davy Affleck and Jamie Brown; 
particularly appreciated was ‘Iona Boat Song’ with Jamie taking the melody and the old 
Ink Spots number ‘Java Jive’.  At the interval twenty-five year Choir membership 
pennants were awarded to Kevin Cairns, Jim Hope and Jim Tennant.  Once again the 
Choir invited ‘Young Musicians of the Year’ from the High School as Artistes and what a 
joy it was to hear these very gifted young ladies – Susan Cunningham, violin and Hazel 
Whitefield, alto saxophone, providing an excellent contrast to the Choir.  In particular 
Hazel’s ‘Girl from Ipanema’ and Susan’s ‘Polish Dance’ were enthusiastically received by 
the audience.  It is extremely heartening to know that we have such superb talent in our 
High School; no doubt we’ll be hearing much more of them.  The artistes accompanists, 
Julia Barclay and Michael Crawley, would also have taken take pride in the girls’ 
performance, as they are members of the High School music staff; their skilled and 
supportive accompaniments was much appreciated by the audience.  Once again the 
magnificent ‘old lady’, the Jubilee Hall, around 180 years young, was a fitting auditorium 
with her excellent acoustics and theatre-style atmosphere; what a pity that the 
Conductor Walter Paterson had to make an appeal at the interval for the audience to 
sign a petition to save the hall from possible demolition to make way for residential 
accommodation. 
 


